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Program Notes By The Composer

Americana emerged out of a melody | had written in the mid-90s, which
languished in the back of my mind for some time. This basic tune, as well as the recurring
connecting interlude, has a very American folk-like character. Before starting the work in
late 1997, | had decided that | wanted to use variation technique and began to investigate
possible existing themes which | could use. It then occurred to me that | already had an
origina tune with which | had done nothing. Most of this short piece for string quartet is
derived in some way from this folk-like tune and its interlude, resulting in something
resembling a theme and variations, but certainly not in the “classical” sense. At a few
points, these two melodic ideas are combined to form new “variations.” Americana is a
rather simple piece, composed with a conservative, but tried-and-true harmonic language,
which is exactly what | felt that the tune on which it is based really deserved. In this
guartet, my goal was to capture the American spirit in a similar way that composers like
Aaron Copland and William Schuman had done earlier in the twentieth century. | have
also arranged Americana for string orchestra.

Copyright © 1998 by Kurt Mortensen
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for more information about Kurt Mortensen’s music visit:
http://www.kurtmortensen.org



